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Prior to beginning her political career,

Hillson sang professionally with the New
Christy Minstrels. She also spent several
years as a choir director, English teacher and
investment counselor. She is currently living in
Lubbock, Texas with her husband Reverend
William B. Hillson, whom she married in 1991.
Hillson’s career paved the road for a more
equal and representative government in Pasa-
dena. Her strength and character will continue
to be admired by generations to come.

Although Loretta Hillson certainly faced op-
position and adversity during her tenure in city
politics, many civil rights leaders of the past
are responsible for the opportunities which Af-
rican Americans like Hillson have enjoyed.

Rudy McKnight Williams is one of those
leaders whose undaunting courage helped
shape the society we live in today. Williams
was born in 1894 in Topeka, Kansas, and as
a young adult moved to California just as the
Depression swept the nation. As a single
woman in 1930, Williams had moved to Cali-
fornia with the hope of becoming a kinder-
garten teacher as she had been in Topeka.
Yet, the Pasadena school district denied em-
ployment to Williams because of her race. Al-
though she faced an extremely segregated
community with discriminatory laws, Williams
refused to let her dreams be destroyed by rac-
ism and prejudice. Leaving her teaching ca-
reer behind, Williams became a founding
member of the Pasadena branch of the
NAACP. She became a leader of the Civil
Rights Movement in Southern California, peti-
tioning for municipal and school employment,
home ownership and access to public swim-
ming pools for African Americans.

In addition to her work with the NAACP, Wil-
liams also volunteered with the League of
Women Voters, and served as Commission
Chairman of the Pasadena Recreation Com-
mission. She was also President of the Tues-
day Morning Club, The Women’s Democratic
Club, and the Interracial Women’s Club. Yet,
her greatest service was to the NAACP where
she served for over 65 years, including two
terms as President in 1959 and from 1969–
1982. In addition, Williams served for six years
as an advisor to the NAACP National Youth
Work Committee. During Williams’ leadership
in the NAACP, the Pasadena branch backed
two precedent-setting school integration cases
in which Williams visited the U.S. Supreme
Court to witness the decisions. Mrs. Williams
was also involved in other organizations, in-
cluding Co-Op Village, Citizens Urban Re-
newal Advisory Committee, Pasadena Head
Start, and the Pasadena Commission on
Human Needs and Opportunities. Williams re-
mained active with the NAACP as President
Emeritus of the NAACP Executive Board until
her death in 1999.

Williams contributed much to the spirit of
Pasadena. Her community activism and work
with our youth will be sorely missed. Yet, Wil-
liams’ legacy lives on as Pasadena pays her
tribute in an annual awards banquet in her
name honoring those who exhibit excellence
in community service.

In addition to Loretta Glickman Hillson and
Ruby McKnight Williams, I would like to honor
Ralph Riddle, another Pasadena community
leader who assisted in changing the Pasadena
Police Department. Ralph Riddle was born on
June 9, 1916 in Pasadena, California. He at-
tended Pasadena High School and then com-
pleted his university education in Arizona. In

1942, Ralph joined the military and spent four
years as an Army Sergeant stationed through-
out the world. After returning to Pasadena,
Riddle joined the Pasadena Police Department
on November 12, 1946, becoming the first Af-
rican American police officer in the history of
the Pasadena Police Department.

Although Riddle was assigned to various
units within the Pasadena Police Department,
his first love was community relations. Prior to
the late 1960s, the Pasadena Police Depart-
ment was without a community relations de-
partment. Under the leadership of Police Chief
Bob McGowan, Riddle helped establish a
community relations department and was sub-
sequently chosen to lead the unit. In this posi-
tion, Riddle acted as a liaison between the
Pasadena Police Department and the African
American community. He remained in this po-
sition until 1974, when he retired from the
Pasadena Police Department and became the
Pasadena City College security chief until the
early 1980s. In addition to Riddle’s community
service efforts, he volunteered extensively with
the Pasadena NAACP.

Although Mr. Riddle passed away in Janu-
ary of 1990, his life continues to touch the
Pasadena community through his shining ex-
ample and through the career of his daughter-
in-law, Lt. Phlunte Riddle, the first African
American Sergeant and First African American
Lieutenant in the history of the Pasadena Po-
lice Department.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to participate in
Black History Month as well as to pay tribute
to Loretta Glickman Hillson, Ruby McKnight
Williams and Ralph Riddle. I am extremely
proud of the rich history in my district and of
the leadership, humanity, and compassion ex-
hibited by Mrs. Hillson, Mrs. Williams and Mr.
Riddle. In closing, I would like to wish Loretta
and Reverend Hillson the very best. To the
family of Ruby McKnight Williams and Ralph
Riddle, a grateful community gives thanks that
both Ruby’s and Ralph’s lives touched so
many. And to Lt. Phlunte Riddle, I wish you
the very best in all your endeavors.
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Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, February is a

national celebration of the role of black Ameri-
cans in all segments of life in the United
States. It is a time to celebrate the achieve-
ment of blacks in every field from science and
the arts to government and politics. February
gives us a chance to reflect on how much
black Americans have contributed to America
and an opportunity to learn from the past in
order to look confidently toward the future.
Black history in the United States has been a
proving ground for America’s ideals and this
month we celebrate our nation’s diversity.

The story of black Americans is one of valor
in the face of hardship. Because of the strug-
gles they have endured, we have become bet-
ter people. Through their sacrifice, we have
become a better nation. All Americans must
be reminded of their undying dedication to the
ideals of freedom and liberty upon which our
nation was founded. Their progress throughout
American history is a true testament to the re-
ality of the American dream.

Understanding our past allows us to pursue
a bright future as a diverse, but united nation.
For this reason, I commend the deserved at-
tention February brings to African-Americans
who have shaped our history and who will be
an integral part of our destiny. I seek the day
when the tragic side of the black legacy in
America can be laid to rest once and for all
and applaud black Americans for their tremen-
dous contributions to the history of our great
nation.
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Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, today I recognize
Larry Sheffield for his ongoing dedication to
serving the diverse needs of Central New Jer-
sey. I join with the Metropolitan Trenton Afri-
can American Chamber of Commerce in rec-
ognizing the achievements Larry has made
fighting prejudice as an active member of his
community and a positive contributor to our
society.

Mr. Sheffield is the President and CEO of
Universal Consulting Group, Inc., a manage-
ment consulting firm specializing in emerging,
growth and ethnic markets. Prior to estab-
lishing the consulting group, Mr. Sheffield was
responsible for managing practices in the New
Jersey office of Goodrich and Sherwood.

Throughout his distinguished career, Larry
Sheffield has been a tireless advocate for
Central New Jersey’s diverse communities.
Mr. Sheffield is an active member in many
local professional and community organiza-
tions. Larry’s achievements have won him
praise from such organizations as the Jay-
cee’s, the Harlem YMCA and the Boys Club of
America.

Once again, I applaud the efforts of Larry
Sheffield and ask my colleagues to join me in
recognizing his steadfast commitment to serv-
ing our community.
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Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing legislation entitled the ‘‘Charitable Giv-
ing Relief Act’’. This is one of three bills I am
introducing today to correct certain anomalies
in the tax code that discourage charitable giv-
ing.

Specifically, this bill will allow nonitemizers
to deduct 100 percent of any charitable con-
tributions up to the amount of the standard de-
duction. Under current law, while nonitemizers
receive the standard deduction, only itemizers
can take a deduction for their charitable con-
tributions.

Non-itemizers are predominantly low- and
middle-income taxpayers who as a group give
generously to charitable causes. However,


